General systematicreview (SR) quality criteria
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Does the SR explicitly report and perform a comprehensive and reproducible literature
search?

Does the SRformulate a clearly focused question?

Doesthe SR's methods section explicitly state the basis forinclusion or exclusion of primary
RCTs?

Doesthe SRreport data from primary RCTs (e.g., size, interventions used, results from
individual RCTs)

Doesthe SR assess the methodological quality of primary studies, and take theseinto
accountwhere necessary?

Meta-analysis: doesthe SR combine primary studies appropriately?

Meta-analysis: doesthe SR state how resulis are combined statistically?

Meta-analysis: doesthe SR report absolute numbers as well as appropriate summary
statistics?

Does the SR discuss the reasons for any variations/heterogeneity between individual
RCTs/overall results?

Does the SR report an the clinical relevance/importance of the results?




